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The Provident Bank Foundation Awards the
Ignite Institute at Saint Peter’s University with $100K Grant

Grantee closes distribution second round of ‘Signature’ Grants

JERSEY CITY, NJ, ISELIN, NJ, MORRISTOWN, NJ, PHILADELPHIA, PA and BETHLEHEM, PA
(SEPTEMBER 17, 2015) — The Provident Bank Foundation has provided a grant in the amount of
$100,000 to the Ignite Institute at Saint Peter’s University. This is the second of the three
$100,000 “Signature” grants —one in each of its three funding priority areas: community
enrichment, education, and health, youth & families — that the Foundation will make in 2015.
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Pictured left to right: Mary Kate Naatus, director of Ignite Institute, Saint Peter’s University; Dr. Eugene
Cornacchia, president, Saint Peter’s University; Norbert Kong’17, double major in economics and
marketing management at Saint Peter’s University; Jane Kurek, executive director, The Provident Bank
Foundation; Yeimy Fuentes ‘16, math major at Saint Peter’s University with double minors in marketing
management and business law; Christopher Martin, president, The Provident Bank Foundation and Dr.
Carlos Hernandez, chairman, The Provident Bank Foundation

The Ignite Institute, a new Center of Excellence at Saint Peter's University, is poised to harness
the energy of the growing entrepreneurial community in the Jersey City area. The institute
plans to work with local organizations to provide resources, training and education to micro-

entrepreneurs, who in turn are helping to transform urban neighborhoods with their successful
businesses.
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Pictured left to right: Gail Godesky, area manager, Provident Bank; Norbert Kong’17, double major in
economics and marketing management at Saint Peter’s University; Christopher Martin, president, The
Provident Bank Foundation; Dr. Eugene Cornacchia, president, Saint Peter’s University; Jane Kurek,
executive director, The Provident Bank Foundation; Leah Leto, vice president for advancement and
external affairs, Saint Peter’s University; Dr. Gerard O’Sullivan, provost and vice president for academic
affairs; Dr. Carlos Hernandez, chairman, The Provident Bank Foundation; Mary Kate Naatus, director of
Ignite Institute, Saint Peter’s University; Konstantin Yusipov, area manager, Provident Bank; George
Dailey, treasurer, The Provident Bank Foundation and Yeimy Fuentes ‘16, math major at Saint Peter’s
University with double minors in marketing management and business law



“The mission of The Ignite Institute is rooted in positive community change and support for
aspiring and rising entrepreneurs,” said Eugene J. Cornacchia, Ph.D., president of Saint Peter’s
University. “The Institute’s mission is directly aligned with the objectives of The Provident Bank
Foundation’s Signature Grant Program and we are very grateful to the Foundation for selecting
The Ignite Institute at Saint Peter’s University as the recipient of this grant. We look forward to
what the Institute will be able to accomplish as a result.”

“The Ignite Institute works to help aspiring and low-resourced entrepreneurs succeed. Their
work focuses directly on the local economy and the impact local entrepreneurs — and local
businesses — can have,” said Chris Martin, president of The Provident Bank Foundation. “We
look forward to seeing the impact that the Ignite Institute’s innovative approach makes and we
are pleased to be part of this program’s growth.”

More information about The Ignite Institute is available at http://www.saintpeters.edu/ignite-
institute/, or by calling (201) 761-6393. For more information about The Provident Bank
Foundation, visit www.ProvidentNJFoundation.org.

HHeH

About The Provident Bank Foundation

The Provident Bank Foundation was established in 2003 by The Provident Bank to enhance the quality of life in the
region through support of not-for-profit groups, institutions, schools and other organizations that provide services
in communities served by the bank. Since inception, the Foundation has granted more than $19 million to not-for-
profit organizations and institutions working toward stronger communities. For more information about The
Provident Bank Foundation, visit www.ProvidentNJFoundation.org or call (862) 260-3990.

About Saint Peter’s University

Saint Peter’s University, inspired by its Jesuit, Catholic identity, commitment to individual attention and grounding
in the liberal arts, educates a diverse community of learners in undergraduate, graduate, doctoral and professional
programs to excel intellectually, lead ethically, serve compassionately and promote justice in our ever-changing
urban and global environment. To learn more, please visit www.saintpeters.edu.
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